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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 553: 

a summary of previous discussions. The commentary reveals, on the 
part of the author, great industry, good judgment in proportioning 
the material, and careful philological work. If there is one general 
criticism to be made on the work as a whole, it is that the author too 
often leaves the reader in doubt as to the best position in his mind on 
the grounds of the evidence. 

Ira M. Price. 
The University of Chicago. 

Le Prophete Osee. Par Charles Mercier. Lausanne : Bri- 
del, 1900. Pp. 123. 

This is an admirable piece of work. M. Mercier has succeeded in 
making Hosea live before the eyes of his readers, and in enabling them 
to appreciate the sad life and the lofty faith of this ancient preacher of 
righteousness. Books like this, which undertakes to do for the French 
public what — to mention a few among many — the works of W. R. 
Smith, G. A. Smith, and Valeton have done for the English, Dutch, 
and German public, cannot fail to do an immense service in removing 
the popular distrust of the so-called "higher criticism." 

The author divides his discussion into two parts: (1) "The Person 
of Hosea," including his life, his times, his work, and his predecessors; 
and (2) " The Preaching of Hosea," dealing with the sin of Israel, as 
manifested in the cultus, the social and political demoralization, and 
the lack of the knowledge of Jehovah ; and the love of God, as shown, 
in his punishment of sin and in his appeals to repentance and his 
offer of salvation. 

M. Mercier adopts the view of Valeton, Wellhausen, and others 
with regard to the narrative in chaps. 1-3. He is very conserva- 
tive on the subject of editorial additions and interpolations, rejecting 
only 1 : 7 and 2 : 1-3 (Eng. trans., 1 : 10 — 2 : 1). He declines to give 
his assent to the theory of Kuenen that the prophets of the eighth cen- 
tury were the originators of " ethical monotheism." He holds, how- 
ever, that the religion of the contemporaries of Amos and Hosea was 
really only monolatry or at best a practical monotheism, and says that 
" the preaching of Amos and Hosea marks a step of great importance 
because that in it the national God Yahweh becomes the one God, the 
sovereign Judge, and the sole Ruler of the universe." 

Walter R. Betteridge.. 
Rochester Theological Seminary. 



